
Agenda Item #13      
 

Meeting of July 6, 2016 
 
 
 

South Portland City Council 
Position Paper of the City Manager 

 
 

Subject: 
 
ORDER #5-16/17 – Award of Bid #37-16 to Rowe Ford, of Westbrook, ME, for the 
purchase of a transit van for the Parks and Recreation Department.  Passage 
requires majority vote. 
 
Position: 
 
This item is brought forward to award a bid for the purchase of a transit van for the Parks 
and Recreation Department.  The 2017 Capital Improvement Program included $31,000 
for this purchase.   
 
The van will be used by the Building Maintenance staff to transport staff, supplies and tools 
between multiple facility locations.   
 
The bid was advertised, mailed and emailed to 27 dealers.  The City received 3 quotes 
from 2 vendors ranging in price from $25,995 to $26,930.  The lowest bid was from Rowe 
Ford, of Westbrook, ME, and meets specifications.  
 
The vehicle bid is a 2017 Ford Transit Connect van.  The City will be purchasing the 
extended warranty which provides a 7-year/125,000 mile Ford bumper to bumper 
warranty. The cost of this extended warranty is $2,415, for a total purchase price of 
$28,410.  Delivery is expected in 12 weeks from placement of order.  
   
Attached is a memorandum from Kevin Adams regarding this bid.  He will be at 
Wednesday’s meeting to answer any questions.  
 
Requested Action: 
 
Council passage of ORDER #5-16/17. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
                       City Manager 
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                                          M E M O R A N D U M   
 
To: Jim Gailey, City Manager 

 
From: Kevin Adams, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront 

 
Date: June 29, 2016 

 
Re: Award of Bid for Purchase of a Transit Connect Van 

 
 
I am requesting the award of bid for from Rowe Ford of Westbrook be placed on the City 
Council meeting agenda.   
 
 

BACKGROUND:  The Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Department is seeking to purchase a 
utility van for the Building Maintenance staff.  The staff is currently sharing a vehicle with the Parks 
Division.  This van would transport staff, supplies and tools between multiple facility locations.  Its 
projected useful life is approximately 10 years.  A local dealer has assisted us with a quote and we 
will seek bids from local and regional vendors.  

In May of 2016 the City Council approved the purchase of this equipment through 2017 CIP 
Fund Balance.  A local dealer had assisted us with a quote of $31,000.  The bid was advertised, 
mailed and emailed to 27 dealerships and 2 bidders responded. 
 
 
 
 
PROPOSALS:  Staff has reviewed all proposals; they are complete and meet most specifications.  
Both dealerships have noteworthy records of demonstrated experience on similar products and 
are well known.  Both dealerships have the capability, capacity and commitment, including the 
personnel and equipment, to provide a quality product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION:    I recommend award of bid to Rowe Ford of Westbrook, Maine, the 
lowest responsive, responsible bidder in the amount of $25,995.00 + $2415.00 Extended 
Warranty.  
 
 
I will attend City Council meeting on July 6, 2016 to answer any questions.  
 
 
Encl: (1.) Photo of Transit Van 
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IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

               ORDER #5-16/17 
 
 
 
ORDERED, that award of Bid #37-16 be and hereby is made to Rowe 

Ford, of Westbrook, ME, in the amount of twenty-eight thousand four 
hundred ten dollars ($28,410) for the purchase of a transit connect van for 
the Parks and Recreation Department.   

 
Said amount shall be charged to the 2017 CIP SPCC Transit Van 

Account #407765-651000-17773. 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note:  $28,410 
 
 
 
Dated: July 6, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

GREGORY N. L’HEUREUX 
Finance Director 

 
KRISTIE BRADBURY 

Deputy Finance Director 
 

COLLEEN C. SELBERG 
Purchasing Agent 

 
 

Bid #37-16 
 

2016 FORD TRANSIT SWB XLT CONNECT VAN 
 

Bids for furnishing a new 2016 Ford Transit SWB XLT Connect Van to the City of South 
Portland Parks Department were opened at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, May 26, 2016.  The bid 
was advertised, mailed and emailed to twenty-seven (27) dealerships. Two (2) bidder(s) 
responded. 
 
 
Vendor Model Add/Alt Extended 

Warranty 
Total 

Rowe Ford 
Westbrook, ME 

2017 Transit 
Connect XLT 

$2,415.00 $25,995.00 

Yankee Ford 
South Portland, ME 

2017 S7F LWB N/A $26,228.00 

Yankee Ford 
Option #2 

2016 S7E XL N/A $26,930.00 

 
Recommend Award to: Rowe Ford – low bidder  
 

Source of Funds: 2017 CIP #407765-651000-17773 

 
 
 
_______________________________    ______________________________    
                  City Manager             Finance Director           
 
 

 
 
 

B I D  R E S U L T S  
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