
Agenda Item #12 

Meeting of July 6, 2016 

South Portland City Council 
Position Paper of the City Manager 

Subject: 

ORDER #4-16/17 – Award of bid to Turf Products, of Enfield, CT for the purchase of 
a Polar Trac System for the Parks Department.  Passage requires majority vote. 

Position: 

The FY 2017 Capital Improvement Program included $63,000 for the purchase of a 
Groundsmaster 7200 Mower/Polar Trac 7210 for the Parks Department. 

This equipment is a multipurpose unit that is a zero-turn mower and easily converts to a 
winter operations unit with heated cab, snowthrower, plow and broom attachments.  Use of 
this equipment will significantly improve the efficiency of small area mowing operations as 
well as snow removal and ice grooming operations. 

This purchase will be made through the National Association of State Procurement 
Officials (NASPO) Contract from Turf Products, of Enfield, CT in the amount of $62,435.53 

Sec. 2-167 of the City’s Code of Ordinances allows the City to join with other units of 
government in cooperative purchasing plans when it is in the best interest of the City. In 
such cases, the purchase is exempt from the formal and informal bidding process.  

Attached is a memorandum from Kevin Adams regarding this bid.  He will be at 
Wednesday’s meeting to answer any questions.  

Requested Action: 

Council passage of ORDER #4-16/17. 

_________________________ 
 City Manager 
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                                          M E M O R A N D U M   
 
To: Jim Gailey, City Manager 

 
From: Kevin Adams, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront 

 
Date: June 29, 2016 

 
Re: Award of Bid for Purchase of a Groundsmaster 7200 Multipurpose Mower/Polar Trac 

7210 

 
Per sec. 2-167 of the ordinance we are participating in a cooperative purchase agreement through 

WSCA-NASPO and are looking to Purchase a Groundsmaster 7200 Multipurpose Mower/Polar 

Trac 7210 from Turf Products of Enfield Conn.  

 

Sec. 2-167. Exemption from competitive bidding--Cooperative purchasing; used equipment 

auctions.  
 

(1) The agent shall have the authority to join with other units of government in cooperative 

purchasing plans when the best interests of the city would be served thereby. The 

requirements of formal and informal bidding shall not apply to such cooperative 

arrangements. 

 

BACKGROUND:  The Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Department will replace/upgrade our 

John Deere 72 inch Outfront Mower #3 which has exceeded its useful life.  We will be upgrading 

our mowing fleet with a multipurpose unit.  This unit offers warm season use as a zero-turn 

mower and easily converts to a winter operations unit with heated cab, snow thrower, plow and 

broom attachments.  The zero-turn mower will significantly improve the efficiency of our small 

area mowing operations.  The winter package will be an equally significant improvement to our 

snow removal and ice grooming operations.  Our quote was obtained from the regional Toro 

equipment dealer. 

 
In May of 2016 the City Council approved the purchase of this equipment through 2017 CIP 

Fund Balance.  The projected cost was $63,000.  The City of South Portland Parks Department 

would like to purchase a Groundsmaster 7210 with Polartrac System from Turf Products of 

Enfield Conn. per the WSCA-NASPO Contract #E194-1485 GROUND MAINTENANCE 

EQUIPMENT in the amount of $62,435.53. 
 

 Exemption from competitive bidding--Cooperative purchasing 

 

The attached NASPO Value Point contract is the result of a formal competitive solicitation 

conducted by trained, professional procurement officials of a lead state’s central procurement 

office under direction of a lead state’s State Procurement Official in accordance with that state’s 

procurement statutes, regulations, and policies.   



 
 
PROPOSALS:  I have reviewed the proposal; it is complete and meets specifications.  Turf 

Products of Enfield Conn has a noteworthy record of demonstrated experience on similar 

products and are well known. It has the capability, capacity and commitment, including the 

personnel and equipment, to provide a quality product.   

 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend award of bid to Turf Products of Enfield Conn., through 

the WSCA-NASPO Value Point Contract.  
 
 
I will attend City Council meeting on July 6, 2016 to answer any questions.  

 
 
Encl: (1.) Photos of Polartrac System  

(2.) Price Quote from Turf Products Corp 

(3.) Copy of NASPO Value Point Contract  
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IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

               ORDER #4-16/17 
 
 
 
ORDERED, that award of cooperative bid be and hereby is made to 

Turf Products, of Enfield, CT, in the amount of sixty-two thousand four 
hundred thirty-five dollars and fifty-three cents ($62,435.53) for the 
purchase of a Polar Trac System for the Parks and Recreation Department.  

 
Said amount shall be charged to the 2017 CIP Groundsmaster/Polar 

Trac System Account #407765-656000-17777. 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note:  $62,435.53 
 
 
 
Dated: July 6, 2016 
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