
Agenda Item #15 
 

Meeting of June 20, 2016 
 
 

South Portland City Council 
Position Paper of the City Manager 

 
Subject: 
 
RESOLVE #28-15/16 – Approving the FY 2017 Appropriation Resolve.  Passage 
requires majority vote. 
 
Position: 
 
The Appropriation Resolve before the City Council totals $98,093,544 an increase of 
$2,506,662.  The Appropriation Resolve is the combination of City, School expenditures 
and revenues and the County assessment.  The total needs from taxes for the FY 2017 
budget is $60,951,539, an increase of $1,013,305 or 1.69% increase over the FY 2016 
budget.  
  
Total needs from taxes for the City’s General Fund (Municipal side of budget) are 
$18,296,432, an increase of $50,445 or 0.28% on the amount raised.  Due to the increase 
in the homestead exemption and the related decrease in taxable property value, the 
Municipal increase represents an estimated $.05 on the tax rate or 0.94% increase.  
 
The School Department’s needs from taxes are $40,151,019, an increase of $412,828 or 
2.27%.  Again due to the increase in the homestead exemption and the related decrease 
in taxable property value, this increase represents an estimated $0.33 on the tax rate or 
2.90%.   
 
The County assessment needs from taxes are $2,504,088, an increase of $70,032 or 
2.88% with an estimated $.02 on the tax rate or 2.82%. 
 
It should be noted that total valuation numbers have not been finalized and the above 
estimates are based on a total taxable valuation of $3,422,000,000 as compared to last 
year’s $3,444,000,000.  Final valuation will not be finalized until July and will most likely 
result in slightly different tax rates.  At present, the total tax rate for South Portland is 
estimated to be $17.81 as compared to $17.40 with a total increase of 2.36%.  Property 
owners with homestead exemption will also see an increase of $5,000 in their homestead 
exemption which effectively provides a decrease of $89 in total taxes.     
 
It should  be noted that the adjustments proposed from the manager’s budget that were 
discussed at the budget workshop on June 6, 2016, ended up as an increase in the 
general fund municipal expenditure budget of $27,958 with an increase of revenues of 
$286,500.  Additionally, it should be noted that a minor revision was made to the Local 
Road Assistance Grant fund for the coming year.       



 
I would like to thank the City Council and staff for the numerous hours they invested into 
the FY 2017 budget preparation. 
 
Requested Action: 
 
Council passage of RESOLVE #28-15/16. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
                      City Manager 
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IN COUNCIL 
 
                                        APPROPRIATION RESOLVE 07/01/2016 - 06/30/2017 
 
                                                                                                 RESOLVE #28-15/16 
 

   THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PORTLAND HEREBY 
RESOLVES, 

 
 

 That the following be and hereby is the Appropriation Resolve for 
the City of South Portland, Maine, for the fiscal year of July 1, 2016, through 
June 30, 2017 and which will include the amount appropriated herein and 
continuing for that fiscal period as shown on Pages 3 through 33 of the 
Schedule of the Appropriations and Revenues for the fiscal year of July 1, 
2016, through June 30, 2017, attached hereto and made a part thereof in 
the aggregate amount of $98,093,544 The same is now hereby 
appropriated for the fiscal year of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 
2017,  and  said  amounts  are  declared  not  to  be  in  excess  of  the 
estimated revenues from taxation and sources other than taxation for the 
fiscal year of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Assessor of Taxes of the City 
of South Portland be and hereby is directed to assess a tax upon all real 
estate liable to be taxed therein and to assess the owner of, or such 
other persons as may be liable by law for, personal property liable to be 
taxed therein on the first day of April, A.D., 2016 and not exempt from 
taxation, to the aggregate amount of $60,951,539 and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Statutes of Maine in such cases made and provided 
make perfect lists under her hand of such assessments and commit  the  
same  to  the  Director  of  Finance for  the  City  of  South Portland on or 
before the first day of August 2016.  All taxes assessed as above and 
committed to the Director shall be due upon commitment and payable in four 
installments, the first due on the Eighteenth (18) day of August 2016, the 
second installment due on the Seventeenth (17) day of November, 2016, 
and the third installment due on the S ix teen th (16)  day of February, 
2017 and the fourth installment due on the E le ve n t h  (11 )  day of May, 
2017; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of South Portland will appropriate 
from the Brick  Hill  TIF  for  School purposes  $201,849,  and  will  appropriate  from  the  
School Undesignated Fund Balance for School purposes $500,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of South Portland will appropriate from 
the TIF Program $24,000, will appropriate from the Tax Rate Stabilization Reserve 
$500,000, will appropriate from the School Resource Officer Reserve $8,457, will 
appropriate from the School Bus Reserve $88,000; and will appropriate from the School 
Technology Reserve $100,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that having set the dates on which the taxes shall 
become payable, to wit, August 18, 2016, November 17, 2016, February 16, 2017, 
and May 1 1 , 2017; any such taxes hereby assessed remaining unpaid after those 
dates shall bear interest at the rate of 7.00 percent per annum until those taxes are paid 
in full and shall be collected by the Director of Finance; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that on such taxes hereby assessed as shall be 
overpaid, interest shall be paid at the rate of 3.00 percent per annum, as required 
by, and in accordance with, applicable state statutes. 
 
On motion of Councilor   , seconded by 
 
Councilor   , it was voted that the 
 
Appropriation Resolve has its passage. 
 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       James H. Gailey, City Manager 
 
 
       _______________________ 
       Emily F. Carrington, City Clerk 
 
 

 
 

Fiscal Note:  $98,093,544 
 
 
 

Dated: June 20, 2016 
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