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PRESS RELEASE 

For immediate release – June 7, 2019 
 

Two South Portland Facilities Cited for Separate Violations 
 
SOUTH PORTLAND, ME – The City of South Portland has recently been informed by both the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) of Notices of Violations (NOVs) issued to Sprague Operating Resources and Global Partners, 
respectively, for alleged incidents at their South Portland facilities. 
 
Sprague Operating Resources 
On April 16, 2014, EPA issued an NOV to Sprague alleging past and ongoing violations “regarding 
stationary source construction and operation, including certain New Source Review provisions.” The 
alleged violations occurred at both the Searsport, Maine and South Portland facilities. 
 
This NOV was based on a July 28, 2011, EPA inspection at Sprague’s South Portland facility, located 
at 59 Main Street. EPA alleges that, based on information obtained from the Searsport inspection, 
Sprague is in violation of its Air Emissions License since it’s “emissions are likely to exceed 100 lb/day 
and 10 lb/hr. Furthermore, its tank capacity exceeds 39,000 gallons.” In addition, EPA alleged that 
Sprague had emissions from the storage and distribution of #6 oil and asphalt, for which it was not 
licensed by DEP. 
 
EPA sent out a supplemental NOV on December 11, 2014, alleging five different physical and 
operational changes to the South Portland facility that were undertaken without proper license 
amendments. These changes included maintenance on the asphalt piping, blend system, and 
loading racks; conversion of a tank from distillate to asphalt storage, including insulating the tank 
and installing coils; replacement of a section of asphalt dockline to restore pumping efficiency; 
installation of an asphalt blender to improve blending capability and restore efficiency, as well as 
reconfiguring piping to meet product movement requirements; and conversion of a tank from 
distillate to residual oil by insulating the tank, installing coils, and installing a steam generator. 
 
According to Burton Russell, Vice President of Operations for Sprague, his company “has been in an 
extensive and costly dialogue with EPA Region 1 for the past nine years regarding” these NOVs and 
that Sprague is “hopeful” a resolution could be reached with EPA. The EPA has not filed a complaint 
against Sprague and nor has a consent decree been issued. 
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According to Eric Kennedy, the Director of the DEP’s Division of Licensing and Compliance in the 
Bureau of Air Quality, a license amendment issued in 2015 satisfactorily addressed the operational 
and physical changes that EPA alleged as modifications in the NOV, to the extent that any such 
amendment was even required.  
 
DEP is not alleging any existing violations related to this matter. 
 
Global Partners 
On April 3, 2019, the DEP performed a routine inspection of the Global Companies LLC facility at 1 
Clark Road in South Portland. DEP found that Global was using #6 fuel oil containing sulfur content 
that exceeded 0.5% by weight. State law requires that, as of July 1, 2018, #6 fuel oil fired at the 
facility must not exceed a maximum sulfur content of 0.5% by weight. As such, on June 5, 2019, DEP 
issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) to Global for violating the terms of its Air Emission License.  
 
As noted by the DEP, a “NOV is an administrative notice that is required by Maine law to be sent to 
parties the Department believes is responsible for violations of the Department’s laws, rules, and/or 
orders. The nature and circumstances surrounding violations discovered has led the Department to 
conclude that final resolution of this matter should include monetary penalties as part of a civil 
penalty action.” 
 
Global and DEP are scheduled to meet about the NOV and come to a final resolution. 
 
“Although there are no actions for the City to take at this time regarding these two matters, we did 
want to be sure that our citizens were made aware of them,” said Mayor Claude Morgan. “The City 
continues to monitor these situations while also working with DEP on an air quality testing program 
to assess South Portland’s air quality.” 
 
Attached please find the following documents: 
 

• Two NOVs issued to Sprague 
• Amended DEP license issued to Sprague in 2015 
• Statement from Sprague to the South Portland City Council 
• NOV issued to Global 
• Statement from Global to the South Portland City Council 

 
For more information, please contact City Manager Scott Morelli at smorelli@southportland.org or 
(207) 767-7606. 
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Scott Morelli 
City Manager 
South Portland City Hall  
25 Cottage Road 
South Portland, ME 04106 

June 7, 2019 

Dear Mr. Morelli, 

As you know, Global Partners was issued a minor Notice of Violation on June 5, 2019. In April, 
during a routine inspection, the DEP identified that we had previously burned No. 6 oil with a 
sulfur content higher than the regulations that went into effect on July 1, 2018. 

Those regulations reduced the amount of allowable sulfur in fuels from 2% to no more than 
0.5%. From early January until late March, we were using fuel with a content of 1.60% and 
1.66%. We were burning compliant fuel at the time of the DEP inspection. The supply tank with 
the noncompliant fuel was emptied, and we have implemented protocols to ensure the 
miscommunication that resulted in the violation will not happen again. 

We apologize for this incident. Global takes seriously its responsibility to comply with the law 
and act as a good operator in the City of South Portland. We look forward to the opportunity to 
demonstrate that commitment moving forward.  

Please let me know if you have any additional questions on this matter. 

Regards, 

Bruce Yates 
South Portland Terminal Manager 
Global Partners  




